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After letting go of Jeff Van Gundy,
‘SPN’s NBA broadcasts worse off

By ANDREW MARCHAND
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1o keep the league’s biggest event on
FSPN's stage for the next dozep years.

Breen, who turns 63 on Wednesday,
emains the anchor. Howeser, in the
playoffs, he is too often left trving to
do it al'on his own, not fully trusting
*n his new teammates.

With his familiar voice, Breen
might be able to carry the trio late
in close games, but he is not raising
his partners’ levels. Evaluating what
he has, he comes across as more of a
shoot-first point guard, not only pro-
viding the play-by-play but often the
analysis, too,

Post-Van Gundy and Jackson, ESPN
had a seemingly workable plan. Breen's
good buddy Doc Rivers was available
after being fired as the Philadelphia

Oers head coach. With Breen and
Rivers. there would have figured to be
some streng built-in chemistry

With the history-making Burke.
who will become the first female TV
analyst on one of the traditional big
four league’s championships (NFL.
NBA. MLB and NHL), top ESPN ex
vontives Jimmy Pitaro. Burke Mag
s and David Roberts had a succes
figured out. Roberts even named
heirs apparent. as Ryan Ruocen, Rich
ard Jefferson and Redick were anoint
ed the No. 2
ng the finals one day

Though the NBA did not like Van
Gundy’s criticism of its officiating
and complained about it to ESPN
there is no proof that the league or
dered his banishment. One concern
ESPN had, according to executives
bocfed on their decision-making, was
that Van Gundy would jump back into
coaching, which he had flirted with
for vears

Van Gundy. though, never left
during his 16 seasons with the net
work, while Rivers” stay at ESPN was
Almost as short as Bill Belichick’s run
as “HC of the NYJ

While on the broadeasting job for
ESPN, Rivers first started consulting
with the Milwaukee Bucks in Decem
ber then left to become the team’s
head coach in J 1ry. embarrass
1 ESPN after giving it a three-year
ommitment

By the All-Star break. Redick. who
turns 40 in June s moved in. He
has had an incredible broadeast
ng run. making many millions as a
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ALL-NEW mcbility technology
Introducing the world’s lightest mobility
scooter with anti-tip technology

The So Lite Scooter is easy to transport

and almost impossible to tip over.
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s Now there's nothing that can hold me back

Years of work by innovative engineers have resulted in a scooter that’s
designed with seniors in mind. They created Electronic Stability Control (ESC)
that makes it virtually impossible to tip over. If you try to turn too quickly, the
scooter automatically slows down to prevent it from tipping over. The battery
provides powerful energy at a fraction of the weight of most batteries. With
its rugged yet lightweight aluminum frame, the e ™S
portable scooter ever—but it can hold up to 275 pounds—yet weighs only 40.8
pounds without the battery! What's more, it easily folds up for storage in a car
seat, trunk or even on an airplane. 1t folds in seconds without tools and is safe
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| struggle with mobility. For years, |
of fife slip away. as | was forced to stay home while friends
and family took part in activities I'd once enjoyed. | thought iI'd made some
progress when | got a mobility scooter, but then | realized how hard it was to
transport. Taking it apart and putting it back together was like doing a jigsaw
puzzle. Once | had it disassembled, | had to try to put all of the pieces in the
trunk of a car. 9o to wherever | was going. and repeat the process in reverse.
Travel scooters were easier to transport. but they were uncomfortable and
scary to drive, | atways felt ike | was ready to tip over. Then | found the
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podcaster and gambling spokesper
son and through his ESPN game and
studio work.

But as evidenced by his latest ven-
ture, an inside-the-game podcast with
LeBron James, Redick’s post-playing
passion might mirror that of Rivers.
His game analysis is more coach-like
than conversational

After a brief flirtation with the
Charlotte Hornets’ coaching job, he
is @ top candidate to join James' Los
Angeles Lakers. Following Van Gun-
dy’s departure, ESPN has a second an-
alyst who could go through with the
broadcasting crime that Van Gundy
was charged with but never commit-
ted. Until if and when Redick leaves,
he is on the call with Breen and Burke.

It doesn't sound as if Breen, Burke
and Redick dislike one another; they
Just dont finish each other's sentences.
Heck. half the time it feels as if Burke
and Redick barely start many of their
own. It's a lot of Breen.

Breen, Van Gundy and Jackson
called 15 NBA Finals, which allowed
them to develop a comfort level with

we another and the audience. Breen's
“Bang!” receives the shine — and it is
a strong signature call — but it is his
rhythm for the action and his inflec-
tion at the right time over 48 minutes,
denoting whenever something specia!
happens, that stand out

If you close your eyes and just lis-
ten to Breen's emotion in his calls, you
can tell where a play stands in excite-
ment on a 1-to-10 scale. That is why, in
crunchtime, ESPN should still be fine.

it's when the booth' needs to shine
in light moments or blowouts that Van
Gundy and Jackson are missed.

Jackson was far from perfect —
last year, he inexplicably left Niko-
1a Jokic off his All-Star ballot — but
he had his schtick, most notably the
phrase “Mama, there goes that man!™
He could hit some 3s off the ball from
Breen and Van Gundy.

Van Gundy’s dismissal, though, was
a head-scratcher. With a headset on,
he was always in triple-threat posi-
tion: keen analysis, a Jooseness to say
anything and humor.

Van Gundy has moved on and is
now a senjor consultant with the Bos-
ton Celtics. E is still paying him.
Maybe it could ask him to come back
for a series or two,

\DVERTISEMENT

Te

BRIDGE

Phillip Alder

The dummy
can guide
the defense

This week we are look-
ing at the two styles of
defense: active and pas-
sive. When the opponents
clearly have the values for
their contract, you should
acti ursue establish-
ing and winning tricks. But
when they have struggled,
it's best to sit back and
await tricks, probably lead-
ing a trump.

Sometimes, though, the
bidding will not make it
obvious which way to turn.
Then you must wait for the
dummy. Is it the minimum
for the bidding? Is it bal-
anced? If you answer “yes”
both times, go passive. But
if it has extra values or has
either a strong side-suit or
a short suit that will pro-
vide ruffing tricks, you
need to be active, trying
to win tricks as quickly as
possible.

South is in four spades
West leads the diamond
two. What should East
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Dealer: South
Vulnerable: Both
South  West North East
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Opening lead: ¢ 2

do after taking dummy's
queen with his king?

Since North has almost
all of his points in his dou-
bleton, I would have raised
to three no-trump, not
used Stayman. But that
contract would have had
no chance after a diamond
lead (or a spade or low club,
for that matter).

Into which category
does the North hand fall?

Right, it is balanced with
no source of establishable
tricks. There is no need to
be active. After taking the
first trick, East should de-
fend passively by returning
adiamond or by shifting to
atrump.

Yes, declarer can still
make his contract if he
plays double-dummy, as
if he could see all 52 cards.
But in the real world, he is
almost certain to go down.
The curious may work it
out. But the main point is
that with the relatively flat
dummy, do not go active;
stay passive.
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" Why a So Lite™ Scooter is better:
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